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Abstract

This experiment was conducted to investigate the effect of stocking density and litter type on
feather score and fear reaction ( Tonic immobility) in broiler chicks. In this study, 504 one day
old broilers ( Ross 308 ) with factorial arrangement ( 4 x 2 ) in completely randomized design
with 8 treatments and 4 replicates were used. The treatments included : 2 litter types ( wood
shaving and sand ) and 4 stocking density ( 10, 13, 16 and 19 birds/m?). Broilers were reared
from 1 to 49 d. The scoring feather did on 21, 28, 35, 42d. The fear reaction was done on 40d.
Stocking density was effected feather score so that maximum and minimum of feather score
related to stocking density of 13, 10 on 42d and 16, 10 on 28d, but litter type had not effect on it.
Broilers reared on sand showed not significantly increase related to fear reaction.Broilers reared
on stocking density of 19 had maximum of fear reaction with in comparison others stocking
density ( P<0/05). The results of this experiment showed that litter type had not effect on feather
score and fear reaction in broiler chicks but stocking density had significant effect on feather
score and fear reaction in broiler chicks.
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